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Sir: 
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Mailing Date: December 19, 2006 



Notice of Rejection 

Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-382127 

Examiner: Takaaki Ishii 

Attorney: Osamu HATORI 

Provisions to be applied: Article 29, para. 2 

This application is ruled to be rejected for the following reasons. Response 
to this Notice, if any, shall be filed within 60 days from the mailing date of this 
Notice. 



Reason 

The present invention is recognized to be such that it could have easily been 
accomplished by any person having conmion knowledge in this technical field to 
which such invention belongs, on the basis of the inventions described in the 
following citations circulated within Japan or a foreign country or made available to 
the public through electronic telecommunication lines prior to the filing date, and 
therefore, to be ineligible for patent in accordance with the provisions of Article 29, 
para. 2 of the Patent Law, 

Remarks 

• With respect to claims 1 to 5 

Regarding a flat part and a tacky sloped or curved part rising from the flat 
part which are substantially along the lower side of the head, refer to [0009] of 
Reference 1. 

Reference 1 does not describe the front, the rear, the left and the right edges 
of the wiping portion. However, such structures are obvious for a skilled person in 
the art in view of the wiping fimction. 

Regarding the feature that a single cleaning sheet has a thick and bulky 
wiping portion and a thin fixing portion, refer to Reference 2. 

In addition, a double-sided reversible cleaning sheet is a well-known idea in 

the art. 

Reference cited: 

C?6/^7/05 1. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 1 1-313792 
2. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 9-220 191 
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(Translation of the Relevant Portion) 



Mailing Date: 



November 21, 2006 



Notice of Rejection 

Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-382125 
Examiner: Takaaki Ishii 
Attorney: Osamu HATORI 

Provisions to be applied: Article 29, para. 1 , Article 29, para. 2 

This application is ruled to be rejected for the following reasons. Response 
to this Notice, if any, shall be filed within 60 days from the mailing date of this 
Notice. 

Reasons 

1. The invention recited in the following claim(s) of this application is 
recognized to be the invention which is described in the following citations 
circulated within Japan or a foreign coimtry or made available to the public through 
electronic telecommunication lines prior to the filing date, and therefore, to be 
ineligible for patent in accordance with the provisions of Article 29, para. 1 (iii) of 
the Patent Law. 

Remarks 
Claim 6 

See Reference 1 (JP Laid-Open Publication No. 1 M28156). 

2. The invention recited in the following claim(s) of this application is 
recognized to be such that it could have easily been accomplished by any person 
having common knowledge in this technical field to which such invention belongs, 
on the basis of the inventions described in the citations circulated within Japan or a 
foreign country or made available to the public through electronic 
telecommunication lines prior to the filing date, and therefore, to be ineligible for 
patent in accordance with the provisions of Article 29, para. 2 of the Patent Law. 

Remarks 
Claims 1 to 6 

See Reference 1 (JP Laid-Open Publication No. 9-10147) for the invention relating 
to claim 6. 
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Reasons for Claims 1 to 5 are as follows: 

It is well-known that the opening portion which is a collecting portion for 
catching an object has a shape broadening towards the end in the opening direction 
(see Fig. 9, Reference 2). 

It is obvious for a skilled person in the art to apply such a well-known 
technical idea to Reference 1 which is expected to collect dust, in view of efficiently 
catching dust which should be a theme to be considered by a cleaning tool in 
general. It is a matter of design for a skilled person in the art to decide the specific 
shape of the opening within the collectable range, when applying the 
aforementioned technique. (At least no specific technical feature cannot be foxmd 
in the shape recited in claims.) 

It is well-known to make the sheet double-sided reversible so as to carry out 
cleaning performance avoiding waste. 



Reference cited: 

oh(^l/05 1. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 11-128156 
2. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 9-10147 
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